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1812 WAR PROVES NEED OF GOOD ARMY F

fh—lastily 'Organiz'ed
i :  Veterans and
b Disgraceful

(Uontinued from First Page.)
rmountable prejudice of Uongress In
vag' of short term enlistments,
1t was ths sher. tam o  servies

haracteristic of all the nuliaa enplos -
nt In the revolution, thut compelled
ashington to struggle alung \va_iln what
1o called hisa “dissolving army.” It was
he same thing that led AMr, M. Henry,
®hen Secretary of War, to say that
‘Weshington had an aimy of men, but
ew moldiers.'
f But after the revolution, when gov-
rament under the Constitution came to

established, almost the first mill-
ary leglalation of the new Nat'onal
‘ongreas provided for the practical

{sbandment of the lttle regular army
nd evidenved a determination on the
rt of the Federal legialature to con-
fnue to place its relinnce on the militia,

Wanted All Militia
0 Receive Training.

That was the apirit behind the act of
ay 8, 192, and it wasg the Intention of
hat act to provide a syvetem  under
hich all the militin of the several
tatea should recelve training and he-
me equipped for the military aerviee
‘hich it declared they owed to thelr
untry.

Therefore, it provided thal every free
hite male cit zen  of  military sge

hould be enrulled within twelve months

v the commanding officer of the com-

pany “within whose

sen shal! reside”
The entire nution was to be covered
¢ thig system, amd the militia were to
“arranged into divisions, brigades,
fments, bhattallons, and compunies
the legislatures of such States shall
rect."

t lere wn;\lho germ of the avatem of
fational enroihment and tervitorial re-
ruitment which mmay yel, in developed
rm, provide the United States with an

$tequate nut onal dafenae,

» But the act of 1702, by seeking to em-
lov the wyslemn turough the oo
ilitin, defented its own purpose right
t the start. 1L placed upon the men
dividually the burden of providing
helr own arms and oquipment, and It

1ald vpon the States the duty of sceing

that the obligation was fultilled.
But no penalty was provided for fail-
re of elther, and Congress had no
power to provide such pennlty, bocause
e Constitution had reserved thal
power to the Siates,

Jf Congress had clected to act under

fts own unlimited power  instead of
rongh the Statea, the dismal story of
e war of 182 would have had o very
fferent character.

"For in that ease we should hnve gone

fato that war with something ke a

miilion men who had had some military

tralning and had become accastomed to
edience to the stroneg centrallzed wu-
wority that is the henvt nnd casenee of
iecesaful

;atlm!,
But as i was, the law was bhound to

Be n fallure, for no way was devised of

dreating an oblgation on the part of

&n States and of the militle to the
deral Government that would have

nmipelled or induced the States and

elr militiamen to conform to the sye-

n prescribed by the pution,

Tt was n hundred yvears before any

boundas such citl-

army organizuation amd op-

Force of Regulars,
Militia Was
ly Defeated

Ity gradustes numbered only seventy-
one,

In view of the slow enllstments in the
refulars (L was apparent that that army
wolld not be sufhclent for the task of
ciapturing Canadu, und the leaders of the
War party iIntCongress set about providing
more men. They proposcd o creale u
“provisional army'’ ot 50,000, und In or-
der to make It perfectly clear that these
men were not subject to the constitu-
tlonal restrictions upon the movements
uf the militla an amendment to the bill
war offered by which each volunteer
Was Lo sign un agreement 1o serve out-
Elde the territorial limits of the coun-
try. ‘This propositlon wae beaten In the
Huse and the bili wen tto the President
without I,

The effect of this elimination was to
put these volunteers into the same cate-
Kory as the Btate militin so far as ex-
traterritorinl service was concerned and
Lo make the tgking of Canada wholly
the task of the regulars. For the act
of 1592 hud put every man of milltary
age In the country into the militia.

Withéut specifie rolief trom this ob-
Hgatlon to the militia every man who
enlistad iny the regulars or volunteers in
opposition to the command of his gov.
ernor made himself lable to be charged
with desertion.

With eonditions what they were it was
certaln that some of the sticklers for
strict eonstruction of the Constitution
would bestlr themselves to make nll
the trouble they ¢ould when the time
came to use the militia.

And they did so withowd the least de-
lay. Congress authorized the President
to call out 100,000 militia, It was the
intention of the dovernment 1o use part
of this force to relieve the regulurs In
the sen coast fortifications so that they
might juin the force intended for the
Canadian operations,

But without waiting to see what was
to be doneé with the remainder the gov-
ernors of two States, Massachusetts and
Rhode Tslund, raized qbjections to de-
taching thely troops, and Governor Giris-

wold, of Connecticut, refused point
blank.
The general ground of objection was

thit while the Constititlon gave to the
Pregident the vight to call out the militia
e enforce the Luws, suppress insurrecs
tion and repel invasions, it did not veat
In him the ppwer 1o determine when any
or all of such emergencies existed,

The supreme court of  Muassachusetts
held that that power rested with the
governos of the State. In Rhode Island
@ council called by the governor gave
the same decision, The Connecticut
councll of State held the same view,

Sone of the States also gquestioned the
right of the Mresident to assign officers
of the regular army to command bodies
of troops which were composed in part
or in whole of militha, This went to the
mutter of organizing a corps, division
or brigunde out of regiments from differ.
ent Statex and putting them all under
commund of a regular officer,

Almost Paralyzed
Government’s Efforts.

The action of these Blules served tem-
porarily almost to paralyze the efforls
of the tGiovernment to raisge the troops
necessary to make a beginning of hos-
tilities, and to place garrisons in the
numerous f(rontler posts, where, under

an was invented thut gave even slight
omise of being #ble successfully 1o
hip that devil around the vconstitg.

na! stump., The jr sent law has
ade a start at M, but It s o

ne far cnough as yet to make it cer-

in that even now we are on the right

ad.

vided for Special
Force In 1798.

{When war with France threatened in)|
MR Congress chose the olher course
and anthorized s provisions! foree to be
aplisted for three vears and organized
ahd oftivered by the Pregident. DBul the
next vear it went back to militia again
and provided for 75,0 throe months
men, who were not to serve out of the
Btatea In which they lived. This pro-!
vision lapsed  when the emergency
ebded.

Fhis tendency towand using the militin
egubinued durtug wll the yeurs of aglta-
tlon thatr preceded the vutbreak of the
war of 8L, and demipated the legisia-
won In preparation for that strugsle. !

The regular army had been sesdueed tol
Hitle more than nothineg.  In NG, whon
the troubles with England were alveady
sufficiently acute 1o turnish serious

rifng of the cutcoms, the regular
army numbered oniy 20500 men atd of-)
fleers, a reduction from 4000 o 1seg,

In 188 Congress added  gight regi-|
ments to the regular army, tve of in-
fantry and one each of light artiliery,

mflemen, wied drogoons,  That was the
establishment when the country came
facn to face with war

Then ongress Jdld st what Jt H]-|

ways hua done under snekb clrommstnyn ®es
-=turped huast!ly and in semil-panfe to !
mtltary legisletion and  hrvled  bills |
through one ufier the other in g perfect |
hodge-podge, pooriy devisged aml 11 con-
gldered, and with lHttle ar no reference
1o any general scheme or plan of de-
fense.

The regimente avuthorized In 1808 had
not been ralsed by the cloge of 1811, amld
to hasten enlistment Congress voted a
hounty of Slb6, with 160 geres of lund and
three months" extra pay, to all who
Were honorably  discharged aflter five
years' service

‘hen came the act providing for thir-
tepn regimients of 2o men each, ten of
fofantry, two of artillory, and ane of

‘dmgugnp There wys no common plan
q porganjgatjon.  Sote peglments con-
gﬂ_ﬂj 0 ten computijvs, othors of eight-
o8l Mo compiiiles weres of o sixtye
four men, others of sixty-elght, and
some of L

One artillery regiment was combosed
of twenty companies in lve batlallons, |
wtwn oithers of the same numbep of -nm-i

panies fn two battalions,  One regiment
af dragoons consisted of elght troops,
anothey of Lwelve troops In two battal-
10NE.

Moreover, there WHs no  systematio
ataft organiaation whatever. e sup-
Ply departments, without swhich thers
might fust as well e no e, simply did
not exist by authority of law until the
Wmtter part of  Muarch, IS12 dess than
three tonths belore the decluration of
wWer.

Thep an wiet wae pagecd regulinly os-
tablishiing the gquartevmagter and com-
missary  departments presevibing  their
duties, nnd  abolshing  the  military
agenty who had brought the supply of
ﬂ?n darmy Into chaos, The ordnance de-
partinent was not established nntdl tha
middle of Mayv, o month before the out-
break orf wur Yot it iz the ordnanes
department that supplies an army with
armg and ammunition

The agktexile ot the regular

army
thus authorized wis a Hitle over &

men,  But that was the furce on paper,
not the force in the feld Iespite the
pounty and all other inducements en-
Istments were s slow that when the
widp ovened the totl sirength of the
reular army Wiy oy G T,

o conmimoud thiv ey and execnte
the pluns Tor the cupture af Canada

which filled the teinds of the leiders of
the war paity, the catntey was foreed
o rely Do s group of veterans of the
who

the strivtest con@truction of the Consti-
tution, the milltia were liable to serve

i order to prevent or repel invasion of
L Nited Hiates teitritory.

OR U. S.—DISASTERS ARE CITED

er. and Bir George Prevost, the gov-
crnor genersul, begin to h. ltla.ugz vig-
orous measures they suppre ¢
American sympathizerse amon¢ their
people and hurried troups forward to
the support of the western pestilen .

There were only about 4,500 Britlsh
regulars In all Canada when the War
hegan, but they mathered recruita and
stirred up the Indlana #8 much as pos-
aible, and made up by energy, prompt-
ness, and reroluticn what they lacked
In numerical strength.

Hull crossed over from Detro't, sat
down at Bandwich, and Iesued a procla-
niatlon Invitine the Canadlans to join
him. A few did so, and while he walted
for more Hmt" came up w'th troops,
Hu'l had a20 alire and about 1,0
militla, Brock had 320 regulars, 408
milita, and about €00 Indlans.

Hull Fell Back
To Detroit.

The Indiana had cut Hull's com-
munications with Ohio and he fell back
to Detrolt. Brock followed, and in the
middle «f August Hull ingloriou: 1y mur-
rendered his entire foree without hav-
Ing fired a shot. Thus encded the firat
move in the much vaunted *“capture of
Canada."

In his own Justification Hull explained
and complainad that the conduct of the
militla had bien mutinous, Bome af the
Chilo men refused to crosa into Canada
and others had refused to march untll
compelled to do so by the regulars.
There I8 no doubt that the whole forve
of militla was {ll-equipped, undis-
ciplinced, Insubordinate, and unrelinble.

Of course wrath and Indignation over
the disgrace blaged among the people,
coupled with the well grounded fear
that the defeat would be folowed by
increared actlvity amoeng the Indlans.

An expedition of 400 Kentucky
mounted militla, under General lHopkins,
was etarted off as soon s posible to
hold the Indiana in check. It reached
Fort Harrison, where Terre Haute now
stands, In October, and soon marchea
toward the Indian villages.

On the 4th day of March it met u
nrairie fire and stopped. The next day,
despite the orders and entreaties of the
officers, the men determined to go howne,
and did so, without having encountered
the --mmf.

Meanwhlle another force was gather-
ing to be commanded by Willlan Henry
Harrison, the hero of Tippecanoe, There
war great enthusiasm over thisn propo-
sition, and volunteers and militia came
forward in greater numbars than ware
needed. Three columns were organliesd
—une of Kentucky and Tennessea mill-
tin. one of men from Virginia, and one
of Pennaylvanin militia.

Thelr destination was the raplds of the
Maumee, but It was net reached bhe-
cause the Kentuecky column hecume mu-
tinous, and the Virginia column, after a
small fight with Indians, refused 10
ubev arders and returned to camp. That
ended the campalgn, and Harrison waas
foreed to walt for reorganization before
attempting further movementa,

Meantime Dearborn was dawdling at
Alhany, ortensibly ecollecting forcea for
his attempt on Montreal. Accarding o
the plan for simultancous Invasion of
Cunada from fonr separate points Dear-
horn should have heen moving on Mon-
treal when [Hull erossed from DNetrolt,
Huot instead of doing that Dearborn
concluded an armiztice with Prevost,
news  having  reached him  that  the
Hritish government had rescinded the
orders in council.

The armistice was  disapproved at
Washington, and all it accomplished was
diszaster to the Amerleans.  For 1t haeid
hack pogeible Amerlean advanee in the
cadt and left the way clear for Genperenl
Hrock, after the surrender of Hull, to
huegry ta Fort George and prepare to
meet the threatened Invasion from Bufl-
fal and Niagara.

Many Wanted Shoes;

All Wanted Pay.

The gquestion of the right of the I'resi-
deut to determine when an emergency
existed such as to give him the right tu
vall out the militia, under the Consti-
tution, was not settled finally for fifteen
vears, Then a decision of the United
Htates Supreme Court declared that that
clearly rested  solely with the
sident,

TThere was gprest division of popular
sentiment about the war, especially in
New lngland, Many of the people sup-
ported the governora in thelr refusal Lo
detach militie or in placing obsiacles n
the way., In Sulem whenee o memorial
tiil been sent Lo Congress, early fn the
struggle, saving that while the men of
that town loved peace they wiuld not
shrink from war, n petitionp had been
framed protesting against the declara-

It was about 1o be forwarded when
the news caome that the dleé hud beend

st Ip  tany  olther Massarhusells
tow i piiblic meetines were held 1o des
nonees the war, although I wasr pecu-

lnrly o strugkle tor New England in-
lerenta,

Hut other Magszachuserta towns con-|
tribted thelr tall share, and several of |
themn voted special pay tao such of their
men a8 would join the volunteers, Yet'
with every Inducement that was offered, |
bountive, apacial pay, and offers of -Linv- |
ertiment land, recrioitrment was so slow
that the war opened with not one*third
of the authorized regular army of 36,000
ralsed and pot one-twellflth of the e |

L voluntears,

Flenty of men and women still I\im:!
in thizs country remember the way In|
which the ery “On to Riohmond™ jaorose |
almost immediately after the opening of
the civll war, So it was In the war ot
112, The people had been talking so
I wbout  taking Canade that the
clamor for ifnvasion began befores the
troops were eplicted  and even hefore
thuse who had been recrulted lhiad been
armed or equappaed.

Henry  Dearborn,  the anl' major
ganeral of the army. had drawn up
plang jor the conguest, whirh had heep
approved by Mp. Kustis, the Necretary
of War, n month prior to the deelura-
tion., Iarborn himself, with the mamn
army, was to move up the Champlain
roite  agalnst  Montreal, while  three
separale COrps wWore to mave, ane from
Snckett's Hurbar agalnat Kingston; one
from Ningara agalnst Fort George, and
the third from Detroit against upper
‘anada.

Western Army
First Lo Start.

The western expedilion was the first
tan start.  Three regiments of  Ohlo
militia hud been called out early In the
pring on the plea of the territory ot
Michigan for protection agninst  In-
dians.  Willlam Hull, governor of Mich-
fgun, was made a brigadier general
and put in command of this fores, which
wias nugmented by the Fourth resular
Intantry and some Kentuck: militia,

When Hull reached his command at
Iyton he found those of hig men then
there  wictehedly  equipped,  Most  of
thetnt were either without arma or had

capons dttrely untit tor use, ‘There
Wits no puwder except what the miljtia-

men had brought witihe them, I"here
Were no unlforms, and most of the
Men Were altost I rags. only a tow

hail Dlankes.

The army wated while the gunsmiths
of lwayton and Cincinnatt tinkered up
the weuapons and powder wus brought
from kentueky, Ohio praple contribited
a few blankets, and thus, half armed,
hatf clothed. and ball fed, Mull and his

tutterdeomalions started for Detroit andg
ihe Invas=lon of Canada,
War had not sét been deciared, but

Hull haod been wirned that the declari-
tione wanld bhe not long delaved. He|
pushed through to Lnke Erie, lowded hig
mtrenc hing tools, hospltal stores—such
a8 he had—und his personal bugzage.
inelvding the muster rolls of his lorcey

war [or tudependence hive haon
diemiribhed s« ‘old vitln,  respectable,
and Incapable™
Wintield Scott. who won distinction in
he war of 1170 mnd wh Knew thicge of
vers well pald thar some of thean were
Ine=d by terrppesr i o) others were |
E.,,q\ in &' There were na men of
ftary traindng and iom avatl-
IIE;P' for Wil -t".n wind Thie Miltars
Avadeiniy a8t West Point had heapn ep

aablished only half a dozen years sand

dmd hig instructions from the War e
[ partment on a schaorer which he sent
up the take, and marchxd on with his
moen lor [etrogl

Hut the Hritgsh were inform:d of the
putlneak of hostilities b fore he was,
atd Lis schooner wes caplureil gt
Mialden, 8o that the British had author-
it infermation of what Hull was

['.il, l 1

ahout

leguc Hrock. the Canadian command-

tian. Stephen Van Nensselaer of the
New York militla was In command at

utl;l:yhn his name from the rolis of the
army,
Such waas the end of the aecond move

for the *‘capture of Canada.” No at-|

tempt was made to move from Back-
ett's Harbor, the third point of depar-
ture In the “simultancous nmovement'

program. Dearborn dawdled all sum-
mer at Albany., By the time he had
collectéd 6,000 troops, regulars and
militia, the Administration and the

War Department seemed 1o have for-
gotten him and the ambitious scheine
with which hostilities opened,

Dearborn unmoleated by ordera,
moved up ‘the Champlain and camped
near the Canadian line, The attention
of the Britluh was focused at the
western end of Lake Ontar'o, The way
to Montreal lay open. But when the
lelsurely Dearborn reached the bordar
nearly all of the 3,000 miitla with him
refuped to cross the line. One company
did march right up to the line, but
thers [t halted. hen Dearborn fell
back and went Into winter guarters al
Burlington and Plattsburg.

That was the end of that year—1812—
of the hopeful scheme of taking (‘an-

ada with which the war had opened.d

Nearly 60,200 militia had been called into
service at ona time or anuther during
the year. The regulars and “proclama-
tlon volunteers” numbered about 15,000,
maki the total Amerlcan forces at
least 86,000, ‘Thig (ncluded 208 militia
from Mapaachusetts and none from Con-
necticut.

Reports of the Rritlah sirength are
meager and conflicting. The largest
number reported In 2,314; tha amallest,
1,200, These figures are for upper ('an-
ada, and do mnot cover the force then
at Montreal, which Dearborn  might
have faced If he could have persuaded
himaelf and his milltin to move wcross
the border.

The year 1812 was not entirely one of
disaster o the Americans, however. Oin
land the record of disgrace is monot=
onously diamal, But at sea Eglory
enough was won. The deaplfed and be-
Ifttled navy performed exploits that
filled the Americans with enthusiasm
and the Hritlsh with astonishment and
alamay,

In the United Btates the feeling of
naval inferfority wae sg pronounced at
the opening of the war that Madison
and his Cabinet twice resolved to order
the ships dismantled ard turned into
harbor defenke batteriea,

It was Plllﬂﬂ{'lhn vigprous inaistence
of Captain  Bainbridgn and  Captaln
Mtewart which overcame this timidity
“n the part of the Government. Noth-
Ing but complete Ignuranve of the navy
and of the abllities of the Amcrican
sallormnen could have permitted such a
resolution to be adopted by the authorl-
tire at Washington., They had not eome-
prehended the things that had passed
before thelr eyes during the preceding
ten Years,

In that period the foundations for g
great naval supremacy had been labdl
The troubles with France und the Bar-
bary pirates had given ty our Httle navy
the (nestimably valuable tradning of ac-
tual war experience, It was In laree
measure regpunsible for the development
of resource and Ingenulty among thosn
cornmandera who  won  lmperishabla
fame In the struggle with Greatr Britauin,

Hut, more than that, the loug con-
test with both Eogland and Franee in
the offort to maintalpn e commeren
afloat despite thelr orders tn cotncll and
their decreea had developed not only w
claps of sallormen far superioe in dar-
ing, skill, and Invention o those of
Great Britain; it had produced a clans
af shipa vastly better calculated (o meat
the new emergency than anvthing ever
raoy gn the ather side of the Atlantie.
I'he Americans had hevome the hest
rhiphulldrs of the world, and they bullt
the brat zhipe,

United States
Prepared on Sea.

For nearly ten years the only defense
agalnat capture by Britikh or French
that the average American skipper had
wanr ths sperd of his rhip and hia own
abllity to outsail his enemies.

Conccri_'i'_ onight

By the U. 8. Soldiers’ Home Band
Orchestra, Stanley Hall,
7:15 p. m.

JOHN 8. M. ZIMMERMANN,
Director.

March, “The Enterpriser’.....Lampe
Overture, “Raymond'.........Thomas
Entr'acte—
(s) "The Swing SBong'..Ethel Barnes
(b) “The Swun''.........S5alnl-SBaens
Selectlon, “RHomeo and Jullet"
UGounod
Patrol, “American'. ,.......Meacham
Valse Hesitation, “First Love'
Holgmann
Fox Trot, "Over the HIll to Mary"
Wells
Finale, "My Ilindoo Man"....Eugene
“I'ha Star-Spangled Banner."

down on the lumbering merchanimen
witn preclsivny and uispatch,

Very Home Waters
ot kngiand Invaaed.

slitiatea vy the r.on rewards of suc-
cesdlul privilteering these commerce de-
dlroyera invaded tne very home waters
O Lne Britsa and crested sucn & paniv
NRL bagunud msulance collpanies re-
lused Lo sAUE BOIICIeE ONn vl gokd even
witoss Lthe ir.sh chiwunes,

L hssed Lime wnd ugain by Hritish war-
slups tne Ppraveweers ainiosl wiways suc-

cecard 1IN edsCHPING, UWINE o superivr
Apeed and masteriul smiung ab.aty of
Ltheir communders. One o1 them LOoK

twenty -Lnres priges in ine Lngisn chan-
nel, and was cnddeod sixteen times by
Liritlan waursnlps, gelling safely away
eich time,

The privateers became so bold (hat
they wid nol hesitate o attwek nmer-
chantiien eveg when under ne convoy
Of 4 Hlcet of warships. bor sucn exploiws
ey ralied In couples. Blgnting & con-
Yuy widh & lumibering line-of-buitle s
AL the head and & [rigute at the rear
of the column, and with one or two
othes vessels on each side, the priva-
leers wouild scvpurate and one would
swoup down on the merchantmen.

UF course, the warships would give
vhase, Away would go the apeedy
pPrivateer with the lumbering enemy fuil
#ail wfter hun, Then the other priva-
teer would run fn wnd cut out a prize
or two and make off with the spoils.
Fventually, when 1t had esciped from
I8 pursuers, the frat privatesr wioid
return and Join Its partier tor the di-

visluns of the prize. Agaln apd Again
this sort of thing happened unti] thk
iritieh  ehippers in  frantie rige de-

nounced the Incompetency of thelr navy
nnd Lhelr government  for |urmutm"
such disgraceful operations to go on,

Laut the Hritish could not help 1L T'hey
were simply oitelassed.  The trouble
with tha
Lot ready for the Kind of warfars that
waoa bound to e waged ux a result of
the experiences of the preced ng ten
years,

]
!
i

They had not remlized theae develop-
nents any mora than the American
Government had, “There is ne real ex-
chu<e tur either, Both knew very well
thut Ameriean merchantmen had been
running awayv trom and outsalling birit.
‘ne eruizers for years, Both governiaents
knows, althangh the Bhitish prohably
wiourld not admit it, that the American
tillors were the hest afloa. The Aper-
lemane simply bragged about that fact,
nnd mude no e of It In the war, The
Hiftish ignored It to their tremendous

cont,
‘Thir fallure tn emplay the superb

The re-yequlpment for naval warfare that was

Niagara, Gen. Alexander 8myth of Ihu'lnult wia thut the American veggels were | 1eady at hand cosat the Americana dear-

regulars at Huffalo,

In August, when | built on speecd lines, carned sall ae-| ¥ 0

Brock was capturing Hull at llotrnil.frnrdlunly. and their ofticers and men

und the way was open for movement
from Ninkara, Van Hensselaer had few- |
or than W men, “many without lhuul
and ull clamorous foar p re

It wae not until October that he had |

force enough o warrant action, and
even then his judgment  wus ll:alnatl
maving untll further preparation could |

b mide,  He then had 9% regulars and
220 mihtia.

The militin were clamorona for nminn,T
and intimated to Van Renssclaer that
they would chares him with cowardles
it he did not vrder @ muovement. lle
vielded and directed an  atlack on
Wueensgtown., Thousands of people who
vislt Nlagara Falls and ride down the
Canadian shile nowadaye have sean the
statue 1o teneral Brock that standa
near Quernstown, He  earned  thatl
statue with hle life on thie occasion,

The attack was in command of Solo-
mon Van Hensselaer, a cousin of the
general, who had served in the regular

army. It was particlpated In by regu-
lars  and milltin, The regulars, 26
strong, crossged frst, and drove the

ritish from thelr position, vapturing

# battery nt the crest of the hill, Part
af the militta that had been detached
for the cngagement followed. The vic-

tory was complete,

Then Brock, who was at Fort George,
farther dowy the Niagara river, hurried
forward with a substantial re-cnforce-
ment of regiulars and Indlane.  Solomon
Vin Hensselaer, wounded four times,
sent bavk for re-enforeementsa to meet
this new attack. Geperal Van Hengse-
lwer, having crossed to the Canadian
side to tnke meagures for fortifying the
new pogltion, now returned Lo the
American gide to hasten the re-enforce-
ments forward.

Militia Refused
To Go To Aid.

iut the militlia who had compelled
him to make the sttack against bhis
judgment, who had seen their fellowa
win the first victory and who now Baw
Brock's men coming to renew the at-
tuick, absalutely refused to go to Lhe
assistance of thelr comrades.

Van Hensselaer and some of his offi-
ecerg “urged the mep by every cunsider-
ation to pass over, but In vain.” The
“ardor of the unengaged troops had en-
tirely subsided,”” he sayvs, In hla report
of the affair, *“The brave men who had
Enined the vietory, exhausted of
gtrength and ammunition, and grieved
at the unpardonable neglect of their
fellow soldlers, gave up the confiict
« ¢ « Ope-third of the idle men might
have saved all”

John Armstrong, who soon afterward
hecame Secretury of War, says In his
“Notiees of the War of 1812" that “the
amisslon Lo ascertain, previously to the
aduption of the project, the political
sevtiment of the militia on the ques-
tion of invesion” was an “‘error of great
magnitude” on the part of Van Renase-
lavr

Jhe American loss was 260 killed and
wounded, and 700 captured, Inecluding
some 0 “skulkers and cowards who
had heen vmuchln‘( #t the river's sdga
all day.”" The Hritlsh lost sixteen killed
and sixty-nine wounded out of a total
force of about 1,100, slightly more than
the total force of Americans that cross-
ed the river,

As In the West an effort was maide at
once to retrieve thias disaster. Van
Rensseluer, disgusted at the behavior
of the militin, asked to be rel'eved, and
the command devolved upon Bmyth, of
the rewulars, He {ssued a bombastle
proclamation calling on the men of New
York to rally to hls standard and *'con-
quer or die "

They reaponded =o well that In a
month he had 460 men. But they
neither conquered nor died. Twice he aet
them In motion for the Capadlan slde,
and twice, hefore they had gone he-
vopd the sound of his voice, he recall-
od them. The second fimscn sgo Infur-
I ted the men that theyv threatened per-
gomal vielence upon 8mvth.

tieneral Porter publ'cly caVed him a

CAmerican

conurd. Smyth asked for leave, got i,
and went In his home In  Virginiz
There he found that Madigon had

wern trained in handling and maneuver-
ing them.

In other words, the ['nited Stales wag
prepared (or War ut sea so far as per-
sonnel went, but was ullerly unpre-
pared for 1t on land,  And that tact
had entirely escaped the notice at the

Government op the men 10 bangress
whn ko eagerly advocated  war and
prattled ahout the captiite of “'Canude

and the rich province to the cAgLW ARG
It {5 one of the best lexdona on “'pre-
paredness 1o be tfound in the higtory
ol thes natinn.
There were 35./0)
hardy, experianced
merchunt

A of these
sallor men in the
iarine when the
wilr' of 82 began.,  Uhe exigencies of
the serviee were guch that wages had
rikan tn the point whete many  men
qualited to commund wers WOrkling as
aullors before the mast, The men wery
ready. Only ships were needed.

The navy could not furnish the shipa.
Its entire strength at the 'upening of the
wur conglsted of pixteen Irigales, cor-
veltes, brigs, and gloops. There wiagn U
a hne-of-battle ship in the list. Threa
of tha frigates, the UTnited States, Con-
stitution, and President, mounted lorty-
tour guns cach. Three others, the ton-

nr

atellation, (Canerass, und l'hasapm”-cn_
motunted thirty-sight guns ach. I'he
athera ranged trom  Lhirty-twe guns

] welve.
d"‘l"‘:l:r:'nntem- prociacly #9 officers In the
serviee and 5210 culisted men, of wheom
A Mg were assigned to duty in the Fix
n'an'_\- yards, on the gunboats. in torts,

lakes.
nr‘rl:l?a”raa the navy, Resldes there
wers 185 gunboats bullt out of <_hg- new
fappropriation  mnd  Aftecn  pros inusly
constructed. They were all of the pat-
favored by Jefferson and in-

tern A0
volved a total expenditure of approxi-
mately  $1,000000, all of whaich Was
wasted,

British Failed
To Catch Craft.

It was true that this navy could not
hope to contend, fleet for feet, witn the
British navy., There wera more than
enough Britigh line-of-batlle ships to
destroy our entira foree, without ln-
volving @4 single frigate or smaller ves-
el Ut to destroy the Americans, the
British battleships had first to caleh
them, and there they failed.

The Americans uniformly autaalled
and outmaneuversd the enemy, und
when they fought It was when they had
come up with a single British snip and
had an equal chance. Once, indleed,
Isanc Hull, In the Constitution, fell in
with a British flect, and by shaer au-
dacity and skill got away without bLelng
foreced into actlon, .

And on another occasion. after the
eighteen-gun sloop Wasp had ecaptured
the RBritieh hrig  Frolle, pweaniy-iwo
guns, it was overhauled by the seventy-
four-gun battleships  Polctiers while
vlearing away the wreckage of the first
battle, and forced to surrender,

Despite the swarm of British warshins
that hung along our coust, our naval
vessels, one by one, managed to slip
through the blockade and get to pea.
There they began immediately to in-
filet enormous damage upon the com-
merce of the enemy,. And, nlmost with-
out exception, whenever they fell in
with & single British ship of war they
captured it. The unexpected eomprt-
aation thus furn'shed for the disasters
on land was all the more grateful to the
distregaed republic,

And while the navy waa thus humb-
ling the pride of the British on the saa
another agency wus work ng havoe with
thelr shipp'ng. Now the inen whosa
shipg and seaborne commerce had heen

the war of 1812 Warships wera
to build in those daye, and it 1ok
bt a =hort time Lo construct a seventy-
four-gun ship of the line,

We had the men to man and ecom-
mand them, hold, confildent, daring.
skillful, resourecsful, the masters of
the enemy in every polut of the trade
We knew how tn bulld the hest ahipa
in the world, All that wWAs needed was
1o bulld them and aend out In the serve
Ive of the nation the thousands of In-
trepld suilors wha were left to fit oul
thelr own privatesrs and crulse at thelr
rieh for thelr Individual prorit,

Would Have Kept

= L ] T
Foe's Navy Away.

Surh o could have kept the
nglleh navy off the American coasta
and made the taking of Canada eastly
possible,  And It would have saved tre-
mendous expenditure of men and money
and ended the war with credit 1o the
L'nited Statea,

It 148 not material here to repeat the
dreary tale of reverses and disgracos
that befell our arms on land during
the two years that followed the first
Inklorious  attempts to take Canada.
ime genernl after another falled and
disappenred from the list of army come-
ninnders, The Cabinet was recast and
new Hecretariea of War and the navy
came into replace Fuatis and Hamiltan,

Rut the change wrought no Improve-
ment. Here and there some small sue-
cess’ on lund served for the moment to
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revi the ainking spirita that followed
the Iﬂarl.v recurrence of disgraceful de-
feat, Hut as 4 rule only the pevy kept

the banner aloft with credit.

Of course, the navy suffered some re-
veraes, as when the unfortunate frigate
Chesupaike, that once before had struck
Its colors to & HBritish warship, met the
frigate Shannon off Boston and was
compelled to surrender, despite the Im-
mortal eommand of the dying captaln,
Lawrence; “Don't give up the ship.”

A clogd of English frigatea and bat-
tleshipe blockadead the coast from Malne
to the Virginia capes. They landed men
almoet at will, harried the coast towns,
burned and pillaged as they liked, laid
tribute, and generally conducted thelr
operatlons without semhlance of effec-
tive opposition.

The few ships of our navy managed
oocaglonnlly to get to sca for a cruise,
but muerh af the time they were held
useless in port. One, the frigate Essex,
under Capt. David Porter, made a crulse
to the Pacific that will be memorable us
long ase American history Ia told.

On land, too, the navy made success
possible and saved defeat. Tt _was the
wonderful victory of voung Perry on
Lake Erie that opened the way for Har-
rison’s renewal of the Invasion of upper
Cunada, which ended in the utter defeat
and overthrow of Proctor at the battle
of the Thames. .

And it was the fndomitable courage
and skill of Macdonough an Lake Cham-
plnin that destroyed the Britlsh fleet
unider Downle and compelled Sir George
Prevost to retreat from Plattsburg with
his army of 11,000 Knellsh veterans just
when they were gotting in motion for
the attack that would certainly have
gverwhelmed the feeble force of Amerl-
cans,

In 1813, after the disastrous defeat of
Winchester at Frenchtown, Harrison re-
organized his shattered forces and con-
tinued the effort on upper Canada, But
It was not until the Rritish fleet on

Lake Frle had been destroyed that he
was able to pugh his operations to a
successful close

Then n characteristic thing hapnened.
The militin. went home and the twelve

o the | weare
njLTn men

manthe' *voluntesrs were dircharesd.
tpper Canada was abandoaned and Har-
rigon with his regulars salled from De-

In the center, along the Niagara, there
gome successes. Dearborn, with
canplured York (now Torantnl,
destroved the town. and set fire 10 the
1wo houses of asgembly, a4 nisce of van-

harried for so long with immunity by | treit for Buffalo,
the English had their opportunity for

sweet revenge, und they took it

full They fitted out privateers

BWATIIN,

The swift sailing ships that had been

bullt to run away from British wae-

ships were now armed and sent to sea
to prey on British commerce. Manned
by the same daring and skillful sa lors
wlio had heen accustomed to evade the
English cruisers, they coverad tha
routes of British trade and swooped

daltem for which the ["pited States paid
very dearl;” hefore the war wns ended
althiough 1 was promptly disavowed hy
Denrhorn himeelf,

Sonr afterward the Rritish attacked
Sackaii's Harbor It was defanded hy
& small force of

regulars and militia
f ]

iritlsh novy was that! 1t was!

lcnmmlnded about 5,000 regulars and

under Jacob Brown. The militia fired
but the ulars held
und and repulsed British
with about & 3 per cent loas.

Attack Against :
Montreal Planned.

The maln art'fery effort of the year
wan to be against Montreal. James
Wilkinson, who had been coust-martial-
ed for complicity with Aaron Burr,

was lo move from Lake Ontarlo down
the Bt. Lawrance. Wade Hampton,
with about 6,000 regulars, was to move
from Lake Chamnplain,

Both were Incompetent, besies which

they were extremely Jealous and hated
each other cordlally, Hampton got
acroes the border and on Chaleaugay

creek met about 8§00 Cansdian militla
and Indans, of whom only about half
were engaged. Those 400 handled - him
so roughly that he forthwith abandon-

ed the enterprise and returned to
Plattsbhurg.
Wilkinson got part way down the

river, At a place ,called Chrystier's
¥ields his advance corps, numbering
bout 1,650 men, met a force of §00 Brit-
sh regulars, Intrenched. After a Nght
tasting two hours, In which the Ameri-
cana losl nearly 350 men without dis-
lndging the British, Wilkinson gave up,
took his men off the field, and sum-
moned a councll of war, which decided
10 nbandon ths attack on Montreal and
Eo Into winter quartera.

This an American column of aboul
13,000 men, mostly regulars, although
neawly recriited, was prevented from
driving home Its attack by a British
foree that did not number more than
2,000 regulars, militia, and Indians all
told, i

One of Hampton's excuses was the
action of Governor Chittenden of Ver-
mont In ordering a brigade of Vermont
militia which was with Hampton to re-
turn “within the territorial limits of
thelr awn brigade."

To thelr credit te It sald the militia
did not obey. Their officers replied
that they were now under the orders of
the President of the U'nited States and
the only result of the governor's procla-
metion would be to stir up mutiny and
sedition among the men.

Had Things All
Their Own Way.

While these events were occurring the
Britlsh were having things entirely their
own way in the t"lne’.peake. Early in
March a fleet under "Admiral Cuckburn
entered the bay, Admiral Warren soon
came with other ships and took com-
mand. ‘I'hey salled up to the mouth of
the Busquehanna river and destroyed
Government stores and a great deal of
private property, occupying nuimervus
towns with small detachments and levy-
ing tribute of supplies of one kind and
another,

Hordes of Amerlcan  mllitia were
scrambled together In various places,
orstensibly 1o resist these depredations.
lut it was m resistance very largel; of
the fiidier crab variety, conslsting of
oliserving the enemy from a eafe dia-
tance and flecing to shelter at the first
slgn of advance.

One  digtinet success came to the
Americans.  Warren, having gune 1w
Bermuda and hrought back J.604 re-en-
forcements, attempted to take Norfolk
and the Gosport navy yard. The ut-
tempt was blunderingly managed, anl,
although he had a foree of 2500 men
engaged in It was badly beaten by
nbout & American militla and sallors,
e vented hir gpleen for the defeatl by
tuking and destroying the town of
Hampton

At the ecloge of the year, instead of
having taken Canada, s Britieh force
held Fort Niagara. We had captured
one Hri‘jsh foree of about &0 men at
the Thames, and had asucoecded in the
harty and diseraceful raid on York.
Jiut retreat had followed each of thean
riceessen gs well as the numervusa re-
VOrses.

fof Btate;

thelr ships and a force of regulars un-
dor QGeneral Rogs, At once the old

gamea of hnrrrlu; the bay shore was
renswed. Baltihore became exciled
and made some preparation for defense,

but It was not until June that it occur-

red to the Administration thet @ny-
lhina WaA necosspary for the protection
of Washington.

Then President Madison presented to
the Cabinet a statoment showing thui
there were tmlr 2,208 troopa in the whole
district in which the Capital was situ-
ated, Themse were scatlered about ag
.‘J‘“ prompt eoncentration was impogs

ble.

Napoleon was at Elba and England
:n free to send Its veterap troops to
rl'llerll:l. Reports came that thousands
gd them already were on the way.
n.idlmm and the Cabinet were panle
2c;'mclm't. They  resolved to  call out
& ?!' 3.000 militia to be statloned near
“ltm.,lp.lnl, and to have 10,000 more
?h y l_n march at & moment's notice, "
foh AL Was a favorte plan In those days,
b gw-d Ih the |nterest of economy,
d‘! the result that the militia rareiy
d march unt|l the emergency was

over and the o = .
vent had beep Em,‘:e they were to pre

Everything was excitement ar ovel
Inh ACHIVIEY then, hut nothing wae eh.
complished thar waw worth while. A
new military  districy wag established
under the command of Gensral Winder
He had a fleld force of between 500 wnd
800 regulars, scattered over the district
.nl;’ t '?1[ was all, *

Ut therse was the militia, wnd in July
a cirrular wan sent to roﬂal: :O\P:rngg

InVItInE™* tham to hold an aggregate of
05,000 militia “in readiness for immediate
service." A week later Winder WHE A=
thoriged “in case of actual or menaced
Invagion™ to call out 6,00 men from
maryland, 2,000 from the District of Co-
lumbla, 2,000 from Virginia, and B0
from Pennsyivania—in all 15,000, Madi-
son wanted 3000 or 4,000 brought togeth-
er Immediately and camped hetwenn
Baltimore and Waushington. Winder re-
ported that out of the call for the full
number he mighi get 2,000,

Motley “Army"”
Finally Assembled.

On August 12 Winder reported that ha
rould not get more than 1,000 men from
Marriand, and recommended a call for
the militia en mas=e, This Was appros -
ed, and the call issued on Aumust U0,
On August 24 the motley “army’' thus
prosluced numbered 5,401 men, of wWhom
400 wore regulars, o) marines and twen-
Ly sallors,

Winder described them as “suddenly
assembled, without organization, dis-
tipline, or officers of the least knowl-
adge of eervice,” Yet thelr busiucsa
was the defense of the National Capi-
tal. I'hat same day they were put to
the test, and fled shamefully,

While Madison, his Cabinet, and gen-
eral were thus rattling around in panic,
knowing nefther where to turn nor what
to do, Cockburn and Ross were lefsure-
Iv taking their way toward Washington
They salled up the Patuxent river,
landed at Benedict, marched lght-
heartedly up a fine shady road to Noi.
tingham, and there paused to conside

whether they would strike Washington,
or Haltimare.

The choice falling on Washington.
they swiung over tn 1'pper Marlbora
und advanced toward Bladenaburz.

Winder raced back and forth, unver-
tain whether to go into Washington oy
fuee the issue somewhere on the road
Mudison, James Monroe, the Becreta)y
Armatrong, the Secretary or
Wair: Jones, Secretary of the Navy, and
the other (‘ablnet officers, were with
the troops.

Winder had just about concluded o
hold his force at the bridge’ over tlie
eastern branch of the Potomas when
the news came that Ross was on the
Bladenaburg romd. Instantly the whaole
body . of Amerlcans commenced & rave
for that polnt.

As in 1812, it was the navy and the |
privateers who inflicted real damage on |
the enemy and kept the English alive to!
the fact that they were engaged In o
real war with the United Statea !

From thelr axperiences in Chesapeake |
bay and elsewhere along the ~oast, the

i Britieh might have concinded that there

was net*heyr gpirit nor Aghting ability m |
the Americans. i

More than 6,000 militia were “alled out
from Delaware, Maryiand, Virginia, |
North (carolina, and the listrict of Co- |
lumbla, who spent the'r time In wateh- |
ing the doings of the 260 Nritlah recu- |
lare und marines nnder Warren and .
Cockburn, who ranged the Chesapeake
at will from the VirFrginia capes to the
manth of the Susquehanniw river, !

Not a single che k, save that at Nor- |
folk, was Inflicted upon the Britigh hy
th's unorganized horde. All told these
were 10088 reculars In service that s ear
and an aggregate of 130,112 milltia wue |
called out.

1812 Opens With
More Legislation. :

The year 1814 opened with more legis- |
lation to increase the regular army, the
paper agrregatle of which was ralsed to
RLTIN muen. But deapite the fact that the
hounty was tripled and 0 acres of land
given to ench man instead of 160, re-
eruftment was not materially Increased.

In the clesing months of the yvear, In
fact, the army decresased hy more than
K,y men, due chiefly to deaertion.

Operations were begun eurly to rrive
the Hritish out of our territory. ‘|‘hp,\'|
still occupled Fort Niagara, which they
had taken in the fall hefore. The Amer- i
leans, under Jacab Brown and Winfield
Scott, who commanded a force almost |
wholly composed of reguiars, conducted |
A creditable campnlgn, galning the vie- |
tory of Chippewa and fighting the drawn |
battle of Lundy'a Lane, where 3,000 men |
held off a British force of 50m, our loss
belng 74% and the Britleh loes S78,

In March, Wilkinson, with 4000 regn-
lars, ernssed the boundary and headed
At length toward Montreal. Straight-
way he came on a small force of Diritish
posted In & stone mill,. He assaulted,
was repuleed with a losa of 14 men, and
fell back on Flattsburg, where he was
soon relioved of command and the move
on Monireal intrusted to General laad.

John Armstrong, Necrotary of \War,
econcluded to start the new expedition
from Sackett’'s Harbor, and sent laard
there with monst of his force, leaving
General Macomb in command at Platta-
bureg.

In September, Prevost, the Canadian
governor general, at the head of 1,00
veterane of the Spanish peninsula, came
down to Macomb. But Macbonough
saved the day by destroving the fleet
upon which Prevoet relled tomaintain his
communications and supplies, and the
UCinadian halted his men us they wers
advancing to the attnek and (fhmedi-
ately returned to Canada,

That ended the attempt on (anada,

leading

The comic opera army of militia,
regulars, eailors, marines, (‘abinet of-
ficers, Renerals, and the President of

the 1"'nited Statea hot footed It across
country to Bladensburg., and just az the
men reached that position the
head of the RBritieh calumn appeared.

The British hesitated not an instant
They charged stralght at the Ameri.
can conter, At the first volley the

American militn broke and fled, aweep-

ing President, Cabinet, and all along
with them
A mille in the vear of Rladenshurs

Caplaln Barney of the navy, who was
in command of gome Jeffersoninn gun-
boats stationed at Washington, was
was hurrying to the field with a smnaf
force of his men snd Tive guns taken
ot of the otherwiss uvaelees gunboats
The wave of retreat swept by without
in the leaat diamaying him or his men

He pogted his gune on a hilltop and
made ready to give the onrushing Brit-
fsh a warm recept'on. 8Sa well dAld he
div ft that for a thne the pursuil was
stopped. Then the British, who out-
numhbered ' him overwhelmingly, swept
around both his flanks and attacked him
‘n the rear. Still he held on unt'l struck
down, Then his men, after some nf
them had been bajoneted at thelr guns.
gave way and fell back,

Was Clear All the
Way To Capital.

The British force engaged in the fight
did not number 1,500, The way was now
clear for them directly Into Washington.

The panle-stricken Americans, Presl-
dent, Cabinet, and army alike, raced
back to the Capital and staved thern

until the head of the Britisn column ap-
peared; then they resumed thelr rnight,
scattering In d!fferent directions.

The British, at their lelsure and un-
molested, burned the Capitol and the
White Iousr, destroyed a number of
bufldings ‘n the eity, Including the of-

fice of the National Intelllgencer, =a
newspaper that had made sport of
Admirel Cockburn, burned the navy

vard and destroyed all the stores thev
could find, and then, after twenty-four
hours of undisputed posgession of tha
American Capital, marched all night
back to Marihoro and the next day re-
turned aboard ship.

A little later Ross made an attempt
on Baltimore In which he was kllled,
and roon after that Cockburn salled for
Jamalea, 1o assist in the expedition
aga'nst New Orlenns.

So ended the ctimpalgns of 1814, and
with the exception of the battle of New
crleans, the millitary operations of tha
war of 1812, In that year {6460 militin
were called aut In Noew York far onera-
tions #long the Canadian frontier, Mora
than WO,00 wars ealled out fram Penn-
evlvania, Marviand, and Virginla to re-
rel the invasion of 25 Rritish along
the Chesapeake, and aid their dvty sn
Ingloriously that the Nat{onal anjtal
was ciptured and sncked—burne?, ng the
British snld, in retaliation for the huen-
ing of York, the capital of ypner Can-
ada by the troops under Dearborn the
year hefore,

We had Tailed in every mave whan the
British defending force was small and
utterly inadequate to withstand a resgo.
lute attnek. Now that it had bren so
re-enforered further effort -was oul of
the queation.

Crowning Disgrace
Drawing Near.

Moreover, the British were giving the
Americans ample cause Lo concentrale
thelr attention elsewhere. The crown-
ing disgrace of the whole disgraceful
serien was about to occur,

Utterly unwarned hy the performances
of the Britieh In Chesapeake Hayv In
1813, the Government at Washington
never suspecied the possibliity of
danger to the Natlonal Capital. Not s
finger had heen Hfted 1o prepare for its
defense. No fortifications  were con-
atructed, no forces assembled, and npo
suppiles of arme and munitions collect-

od. 1t seems not to have entersd the
head of anv man in Washington thut
anvthing sbtould be dene ta mmake the

Cenitel =ecure
Farly in the spring Warren and Coek-
burn were back in the Chesapeake with

I«'"nnlnr neraonal trinvmnh st

Thue all tha fandly cherished cchamen
for the conquest of Canada. which wan
Lo be taken by "4 few veluntecrs and
militia," ended with the degl~uction nf
the National Capltol and the Prosfdent's
mangion and the dizsgracefu! evidapes of
cur utter unnrepprednesa for the war
that the enuntry hail known for seven
years was haund to rome,

In all the war of 1812 anly two engngae
menta on land stand out ag waorthe e
he remembored With pride b Amefe
e One wag that ot Lundv's [Lan®
and the other was Andrew Joekson's
New (r.
the flawer of the

veterans, under

lane, Thave he mat
Nulra af Wallingtan's
8ir Faward Pakenham

In 1814 as In the nreviouas yveara,
navv apd the nriveatsersmen
tin win the app'ruse and
Af tha natinm

the
cantinnadg
the gratinins
Tn bhe snre Partar jnst

|l|\-- Muaay after 8 memarahle eritiae and

the Prsajdent 3]l In with o panwepeyg)
conmdron and woe goken B the vie
tav - af Mashianouneh alans qminva tho
pomaspneatad, gpd theaca wavs athar 4 e

tariag pt 4w And the npiveiesrs car-
viad tpriae and Alemay into the heart of
evers RBritish shivper.

(Copyright, 1913, by 0. K. Davie)
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